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EUPATI 
European Patients’ Academy on Therapeutic Innovation 
EUPATI, the European Patients' Academy, is a highly collaborative project with partners from different 
fields including patient groups, academic and pharmaceutical organisations. EUPATI’s vision is to 
develop educational material, training courses and a public Internet library to educate patient 
representatives and the lay public about all medicines research and development (R&D) processes. 

Rationale 
The pharmaceutical medicines development process is 
largely unknown to the lay public. Benefits and risks of 
existing and new treatment alternatives are difficult to 
understand for patients. And yet, well-informed patients and 
carers have a key role to play in the implementation of 
patient-centred clinical research strategies and approval 
processes, access to treatments and treatment optimisation 
approaches.  

However, in-depth information on new treatment 
development stem from different sources, are of varying 
quality, and with major disparities in patients being able to 
access this information in different regions of Europe.  

This project will support information sharing and go beyond 
the scope of a single patient organisation and over all disease 
areas. Through a coordinated approach of all stakeholders 
involved, reliable and most up-to-date information for pa-
tients will be developed, written in a style that is suitable also 
for lay audiences. Patients will benefit from understanding 
more about, and thus contributing to the multiple facets of 
medicines R&D.  

Project 
EUPATI was launched in 2012 and will run for five years. A 
consortium of 29 organisations, led by the European Patients' 
Forum (EPF), comprises a unique combination of pan-
European patient organisations, academic and not-for profit 
organisations, public engagement and the pharmaceutical 
industry (EFPIA, European Federation of Pharmaceutical In-
dustries and Associations). 

The aim of EUPATI is to improve the availability of patient-
centric information as well as to educate patient experts who 
have the capacity and capability to be effective advocates and 
contribute to medical R&D.  

The consortium project EUPATI is funded by the Innovative 
Medicines Initiative (IMI) and will provide scientifically reliable, 
objective, comprehensive information to patients on medi-
cines R&D. 

During the course of the project, information about patient 
needs and available information material will be collected, 
training content developed, national EUPATI platforms estab-
lished and eventually deployed & disseminated. 

The EUPATI-developed education is targeted at different 
levels: lay public, patient advocates and patient experts. 

Target audiences of the Patients' Academy for training 

Consortium and partners 
Participating patient advocacy groups are key umbrella 
patient advocacy groups operating at European level with 
strong national networks, which are very active in awareness 
raising, knowledge development and have strong decision-
making roles at various levels. 

Academic partners were selected based on their experience 
and outstanding reputation in public engagement and 
training. They are also involved in other European projects 
(PharmaTrain, EMTrain, ECRIN) that will ensure maximum 
cohesion with those. 

The not-for-profit organisations have outstanding experience 
with training and education in the area of medical R&D, 
network building and conference organisation, reaching out 
to all European countries.  



 

2 of 2 Fact Sheet EUPATI, February 2016 

The Consortium has been structured to optimise synergies 
with the pharmaceutical industry to stimulate the most 
effective, transparent and credible partnership possible and 
utilise the companies' expertise, while respecting core 
principles linked to the quality and independence of infor-
mation and evaluation. 

To ensure independence and objectivity, a Project Advisory 
Board, a Regulatory Advisory Panel as well as an Ethics Panel 
will supervise the project. 

EUPATI topics and outreach 
The project will focus on 12 European countries with mate-
rials in the seven most frequently spoken languages: English, 
French, German, Spanish, Polish, Italian and Russian.  

The training will have six core areas, covering general issues 
but not develop indication- or therapy-specific information: 
medicines development process, personalised medicine, de-
sign of clinical trials, pharmacoeconomics, drug safety and 
risk/benefit assessment and patients roles & responsibilities 
in medicines R&D.  

Three distinct training audiences were identified (expert, 
education and general level) and material to audiences will be 
developed addressing the right level and using the 
appropriate media. 

As a first result a Patient Expert Training course was launched 
in late 2014, where 50 expert patients from 20 European 

countries were trained, amongst them two from Switzerland. 
The second cohort of patient advocates has started the 
expert training course in fall 2015, including two Swiss 
participants. The course is a distance-learning programme 
with two face-to-face meetings; it lasts one year and is 
awarded with a EUPATI training certificate. 

EUPATI’s second ‘core product’, the «EUPATI toolbox» on 
medicines R&D, was launched in January 2016, containing 
training material in seven languages and covering 83 themes 
out of 16 categories in medicines R&D. An introductory video 
provides a preview of the toolbox. The toolbox is accessible 
on www.eupati.eu. 

Swiss involvement in EUPATI and 
contribution of SCTO 
The SCTO helped to facilitate the kick-start and foundation of 
the EUPATI Switzerland platform, thus bringing together 
interested stakeholders in medicines R&D in Switzerland. The 
EUPATI Switzerland platform lead by patient representatives 
will roll out EUPATI’s training material and adapt it to national 
needs and peculiarities.  

The platform will also organise events and other public 
information campaigns and serve as focal point for inquiries 
and coordination of requests for patient experts and events. 

 

EUPATI contacts and information 

 

Website: www.patientsacademy.eu  
Toolbox: www.eupati.eu  
 
Funding: 
– Innovative Medicines Initiative (IMI) a joint undertaking of the European Union's Seventh Framework Programme 

(FP7/2007-2013) and EFPIA companies;  
– SCTO is supported by Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF) 
 
EUPATI Consortium Partner Organisations 
– Patient advocacy groups: EPF, EATG, EURORDIS and EGAN (Consortium Leader) 
– Academic: University of Manchester (Nowgen), University of Copenhagen (Biopeople) and Hibernia College in Dublin.  
– Not for profit organisations: DIA Europe, European forum for good clinical practice (EFGCP), European organisation for 

research and treatment of cancer (EORTC), Irish platform for patients’ organisations, science & industry (IPPOSI), and the 
international society for pharmacoeconomics and outcomes research (ISPOR).  

– Industry: Amgen, AstraZeneca, Bayer, Boehringer Ingelheim, Chiesi, Eli Lilly, Esteve, Farmaindustria, GlaxoSmithKline, 
Janssen, Merck, Novartis, Novo Nordisk, Roche, Sanofi, UCB Pharma, and VFA. 

 
Swiss partners, advocates for and advisors of the national platform:  
– Patient organisations: Positivrat Schweiz, PACRT, ASSCE, Krebsliga 
– Academic: UHBS (University Hospital Basel), SAKK (Schweizerische Arbeitsgemeinschaft für klinische Krebsforschung), 

SCTO (Swiss Clinical Trial Organisation) 
– Regulatory: Swissmedic 
– Pharmaceutical Industry: Novartis 
 
EUPATI Switzerland: http://www.eupati.eu/switzerland/ 
Contact Swiss national platform: ch-nltteam@eupati.eu or caecilia.schmid@scto.ch 


